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Honorable Christine Todd Whitman, Gowvernor
State House
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Dear Governor Whitman:

We are pleased to submit the Final Report of the Study
Commission on Parole. Pursuant to Executive Order No. 39, the
Commission carefully examined a wide range of issues confronting
New Jersey'’'s parole system. We solicited input from many experts
and witnesses, including a number of crime victims, who recounted
their personal experiences in dealing with New Jersey’s parole
process.

Our goal in drafting the Final Report was to compile a
comprehensive set of recommendations that are specific, realistic,
and balanced. The Report calls for significant reform of New
Jersey’s parole laws and practices. We recommend, for example,
specific changes to several laws that unduly restrict the
discretion of the Parole Board to deny parole and thus hamper the
ability of the Board to protect the public. We also encourage the
continuation of several reforms that were recently initiated by the
Department of Corrections and the Parole Board, and we strongly
endorse your ongoing efforts to revise the Interstate Compact for
the Supervision of Parolees and Probationers.

On behalf of all of the members of the Comm.=ssion, we thank
you for the opportunity to report on how New Jersey can address the
problems facing its parole system.

Respectfully submitted, /
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Robert L. Clifford, Vice-Chdir
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